
 

 

 Friday 17th July 2020           Twitter: @stjamesrc       

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents,  

 

We come to the end of what has certainly been an 

unusual time. It feels surreal to be finishing this 

school year as it is so different to any other I have 

ever experienced. I think I have used all of the 

clichés many times to express how unprecedented 

the last five months have been and I do not mind 

admitting that it has been the most challenging 

time of my teaching career. The last few months 

have been an emotional rollercoaster with 

pressures and challenges that I could never have 

imagined. I know the last few months have not 

been easy for families either and I know that many 

families have been and continue to be directly 

affected by this virus.  

 

Having said that, the pandemic has truly brought 

out the very best in people and I have seen 

examples of this every day. Our community of 

children, parents, governors and staff have shown 

how we come together in challenging times. It is 

because of the values that we all share that we 

have managed so well. I am still overwhelmed at 

the reaction of parents trying to help us after the 

flood. I am also amazed at how much money has 

been raised in just a few weeks by only 154 

families at a time when families are facing financial 

worries themselves. A huge thank you must go to 

the PTA for everything they have done. They are 

absolutely amazing and I cannot thank them 

enough.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank governors, 

parents (and grandparents) for their prayers and 

Headteacher’s Message 
words of support. Their kind words, emails and 

letters helped staff when we spent many late 

nights reading DfE guidance, making plans and 

writing risk assessments.  I also want to thank 

parents for their patience and understanding as 

we attempted to devise plans that worked for our 

school.  

 

I want to recognise the commitment and 

dedication of all the staff at St James’. They always 

put the children first in everything that they do. 

This challenging time has made me realise that I 

work with the most incredible people and I am in 

awe of them. Staff resilience and determination 

has shone through and I want to pass on my 

heartfelt thanks to them. They go above and 

beyond and do so much that goes unnoticed. They 

truly are wonderful and I wish them all a restful 

summer. 

  

Finally, and most importantly I want to thank the 

children. They have had to learn a new way of 

learning and have worked so hard. They have 

coped so well during this strange time even 

though they have had to make lots of sacrifices. 

They have shown tremendous strength of 

character and should be very proud of themselves. 

  

We say goodbye this week to our magnificent Year 

6 children as they begin the next exciting chapter 

in their lives. Saying goodbye is always sad 

however we know that they will all go on to 

achieve great things. We have already told their 

secondary schools how lucky they are to be having 

the children join them. For those of you who were 

able to watch the Mass on Wednesday that was 

celebrated by Archbishop John Wilson you would 



 

 

children of St James’ and I want to thank them for 

their valuable contributions. I thoroughly enjoyed 

our meetings and was amazed by their maturity 

and leadership skills.   

 

Thank you to Father David who celebrated a 

wonderful end of term mass for the children. His 

words struck a chord with all of us and those of us 

watching from school felt that we were part of the 

wider community who were all participating from 

home and church. It was a beautiful mass that I 

know Year 6  will always remember.  

 

Thank you to all of our adult volunteers who have 
supported the school over the year. Without their 
help we would not be able to do many of the 
things that we offer as part of our rich and varied 
curriculum. I am sorry if I have not been able to 
thank everyone personally but hopefully they 
know how much they are appreciated. Thank you 
also to the parents who have supported the sports 
clubs and competitions this year. Without them 
helping at clubs or transporting children to events 
many of these opportunities would not have been 
possible. 
 

Unfortunately, we are saying good bye to Mrs 

Fagan and Mrs Jessup at the end of this term. Mrs 

Fagan has been volunteering for many years in 

Year 5 and Year 6 are we are going to miss her 

very much. She can now spend more time with her 

grandchildren and continue to enjoy her 

retirement. Mrs Jessup has worked at St James’ for 

over twenty years and is one of the longest serving 

members of staff at the school. She has been 

offered an opportunity to teach in a Reception 

Class and is excited about this new opportunity.  

Mrs Jessup will be missed by us all and I will 

personally miss her very much. She taught both of 

my own children and is not only a colleague but a 

very good friend.  Mrs Jessup is an inspirational 

teacher and has had a huge impact on many of the 

children at St James’.    

 

It is usually at this point that I give you dates for all 

have heard him say to the Year 6 children that 

they must have an expectant heart and look 

forward with hope. They must not be afraid.  You 

can watch the mass back on the following link 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCr5pOWykDRh4v042c7n_vYA/  

 

We wish all the Year 6 children good luck and 

much happiness in their new schools and we look 

forward to seeing them in their new uniforms 

when they come back to see us. We will always 

keep them in our prayers. I know that we were not 

able to give them the experience that previous 

year groups had enjoyed and I am truly sorry for 

that. I am at least grateful that we were able to 

welcome them back for five weeks so that we 

could say our goodbyes properly and prepare 

them for their transition to secondary school. 

There were times when I was afraid they would 

not be back at all this term. As I have been 

standing at the end of the path in recent weeks I 

have seen so many past pupils of St James’ who 

have stopped to say hello and tell me what they 

are doing now. They talk fondly of their time at St 

James’ and speak about their primary school with 

such joy. I hope that in years to come our Year 6 

children come back to see us and tell us how they 

are all doing. I hope they know that they will 

always be part of this unique and very special 

community.  

 

I want to thank the families that are leaving us. 

They have also been a huge part of our school 

community and we will miss them very much. I am 

sure we will see them all again at Christmas and 

summer fairs but for now I want to thank them for 

everything that they have done to help the school 

over the years. I hope they know that they are 

always welcome back.  

 

Thank you to the children that have been involved 

this year with the Student Council. They have 

worked very hard over the year for the good of the 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCr5pOWykDRh4v042c7n_vYA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCr5pOWykDRh4v042c7n_vYA/


 

 

the events in the autumn term but as you can 

appreciate these dates will depend on the 

situation in September. We all look forward to 

seeing you next term and I will write to you before 

the term starts to remind you of the procedures 

for the return to school.  

 

Last Friday Gareth Bacon MP visited us. The 

majority of the children had left the school 

premises when he arrived although he was able to 

meet our children in the Key Worker Bubble. He 

asked about our experience of lockdown, the 

phased reopening and our plans for September 

and was impressed to hear that we had had to 

deal with a major flood during this already difficult 

time.  

 

This week children have been taking part in Sports 

Week and have been having lots of fun. Thank you 

to Mrs Connolly for organising this. What a 

wonderful way to end the year!  

 

Next week teachers will be meeting with myself 

and Mrs Richards, the SENCO, to talk in depth 

about each child so that information is passed on 

to the next teacher. This will enable all staff to 

start back in September with detailed knowledge 

of their individual children.  We also look forward 

to seeing children in Year 2, Year 3, Year 4 and 

Year 5 next week to hear about what they have 

been doing, wish them a good summer and to let 

them meet their new teacher.  

 

Thank you to everyone that sent back the Parent 

and Pupil questionnaires. We had an amazing 

response and I have included a selection of the 

comments… 

• I really like the kind and caring nature of the 

staff 

• There is outstanding teaching 

• You put joy in children’s faces 

• You allow children to flourish 

• There are a wide range of activities for 

children 

• We admire the dedication of every member 

of staff 

• School leadership, teachers and staff are 

excellent 

• The staff genuinely love what they are doing 

and care for the children 

• The school has been fantastic at keeping us 

informed during the lockdown 

• We admire how staff have dealt with 

lockdown and the flood 

• We like the Catholic ethos 

• There is a focus on children’s confidence, self

-worth and spirituality 

• There is a welcoming atmosphere 

• There is an excellent balance between 

nurturing happy healthy children and 

academic rigour  

• There is a richness to the curriculum and 

faith plays a central role within the school 

day 

• We like the approachability of the staff 

• We like the strong link between school, 

church and community 

• A big thank you for all that you have done 

during lockdown- the music videos, regular 

updates and info-packed newsletters despite 

the humongous challenge of resolving the 

flood damage and getting ready to welcome 

children back. We feel proud and privileged 

to be part of the St James’ family 

 

Thank you also for all of your ideas about ways 

that we can improve. These are always good to 

hear and I can assure you that we do listen. I will 

meet in September with staff and governors to 

discuss any suggestions. 

  

On behalf of all the staff I would like to thank you 

all for your generous gifts. You do not realise how 

much these gifts and your kind words mean to us 

all. I hope you all have a good summer. As many of 

us have had holiday plans abroad cancelled I hope 



 

 

that the weather is good for those of us staying in 

England over the coming weeks.   

 

God Bless,  

Mrs Weeks  

 

 

 

Please see the message below from Dr Simon 

Hughes, The Director of The Education 

Commission:  

  

At the end of the most extraordinary year in living 

memory, it seems appropriate to take time to say 

a heartfelt thank you to a number of people.   

First of all, thank you to all the valiant head 

teachers who, for the most part, have not had a 

meaningful break since Christmas. Your efforts to 

keep schools open and safe has contributed to the 

country not succumbing fully to the Coronavirus. 

Everyone at the Education Commission applauds 

the selflessness and personal sacrifices that many 

of you will have had to make in order to ensure 

that your school continued to meet the ever-

changing requirements of central and local 

governments. We also applaud the work of all staff 

who have adapted quickly to the need to keep 

teaching those who are disadvantaged or the 

children of key workers while also preparing 

lessons and materials for the extended ‘online’ 

environment. This has been a tremendous 

corporate effort and one of which all staff should 

be truly proud. We hope that you enjoy your well-

earned rest when the vacation period finally 

arrives. Thank you to the many governors who 

have supported schools in a wide variety of ways 

over the past few months. From providing pastoral 

care through to reading, reviewing and signing off 

risk assessments, your commitment to education 

has been clear for all to see. And to the children… 

thank you for making all of our jobs worthwhile.  

You’ve all done really well to adapt to this new 

way of learning. You have helped your teachers, 

parents and carers to cope with the difficulties 

that the whole country has faced. I will keep you 

all in my thoughts and prayers over the summer 

period. 

 
Messages from staff… 
   
Dear RE Ambassadors 
I would like to thank you for your commitment to 
your role this year. You have supported me in 
developing the Catholic life of the school and 
thinking of ideas on how we can continue to "Walk 
in the Footsteps of Christ." I am looking forward to 
continuing to work with you in September. I can't 
wait to hear your new ideas! 
Best wishes 
Mrs Wilson 
 
Dear Head Gardeners, 
Well, what a year!  Apart from a couple of council 
meetings and litter picks, we have not had an 
opportunity to do as much as I had hoped 
however, I do hope that you have noticed a couple 
of your requested additions to our school garden 
most notably, the addition of more flowers and 
fruit.  As an unfortunate consequence of Covid, all 
school competitions this year were cancelled with 
the exception of the London Children's Flower 
Society.  After their judging two weeks ago, we 
now await news as to how the garden has 
performed as a whole, when compared to other 
competing schools....'green fingers' crossed 
and watch this space!  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you all for your help, 
enthusiasm and commitment this year and look 
forward to working with you again in September. 
Enjoy your summer break and your gardens, 
Mrs Deasy 
 
Dear Parents, 
I would just like to take this opportunity to thank 
you all for your support this year.  Those of you 
who have bought produce and excess plants have 
allowed for the garden to be completely self 
sufficient for another year.  I would also like to say 
a special 'thank you' to the Gardening Team, Mrs 
Henderson, Mr Bishop and Padma without whose 
help, the garden would not be what it is.  We will 
start back in September at prime harvest time.  All 
produce will be gathered and, where possible, 
frozen for later use.  If the opportunity arises, 



 

 

https://youtu.be/4lZpCv3GYE4   and contact the 
PTA if you want to take part.  
 
Music Lessons 
Some music lessons will be starting again in 
September and your music teachers will be in 
touch with you. 
Miss Atkinson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Have a lovely summer! 
 

We look forward to seeing you all again on 
Thursday 3rd September. 

 
 

excess produce will, of course, be offered to you 
for a small donation towards our running costs 
and it is hoped that our infamous Reception Class 
Christmas Chutney will also be making a return 
appearance, so watch this space! It would be a 
major understatement to say that it has been a 
difficult period and we will all have to adjust to a 
new normal however, I do hope that your gardens 
and local green spaces have given you some 
degree of respite. 
Take care and keep safe.  Happy Gardening. 
Mrs Deasy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Murder Mystery Night 
 
We are looking forward to entertaining you on 
Saturday night at the Staff Murder Mystery 
but please do not ask for a refund if we fail to 
entertain you!  After our practice on Wednesday 
night we have decided to call it the Murder 
Mystery That Went Wrong! There are still tickets 
left so please see the following link. All of the 
characters are being played by the staff of St 
James' so please take a look at the teaser trailer in 
the YouTube link below 

https://youtu.be/4lZpCv3GYE4

